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CALIFORNIANS’ VIEWS ON PUBLIC EDUCATION:
RESULTS OF THE PACE 1996 POLL

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE), in February 1996, conducted
a statewide poll on Californians’ views on and expectations for the public
schools. In particular, the poll was designed to gain insight into the
alignment of the public’s views with current directions in education policy.

Conducting a poll among Californians is especially relevant because 1) no
comprehensive public poll has been conducted in recent memory, and 2) poll
results can serve to inform the wide range of policy discussions underway at
the state level. State policy makers, for example, are in the process of
redesigning a statewide assessment system (AB265) to feature grade-by-grade
and subject-by-subject standards. This system has potentially far reaching
effects for curriculum design and instruction. In addition, the state is engaged
in two reform initiatives—Charter Schools and Challenge Districts—which,
in different ways, look to test traditional school governance with new
approaches. A new proposal for “opportunity scholarships” that seeks to
provide public funds for private and parochial schools is now before the
Legislature. Finally, the California Constitutional Revision Commission will
be releasing its recommendations in coming months for far-reaching changes
on complex issues of local control and home rule. Additional initiatives on
school safety, class size reduction, and new instructional approaches are all
currently under discussion in Sacramento.

Policy makers are thus confronted with an array of proposals. But what does
the public think about California’s schools? Does the public think schools are
performing as they should? In what areas of education policy do the public’s
views align with policy makers’ and where do they differ?

Before displaying the poll results, we add a caveat. PACE does not believe
that education policy should be made using public opinion polls.
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Nevertheless, Californians’ perceptions of the public school system, and of
potential policy changes, need to be considered in policy discussions. The
results of this poll, PACE believes, can help to inform and focus the debate on
public education.

For purposes of this poll, PACE contracted with Peter D. Hart Research
Associates of Washington DC. The telephone survey, administered between
February 9 and 29, 1996, was completed by 803 respondents who were at least
18 years old. The overall results of the survey have a margin of error of plus
or minus 3.5 percent.

The remainder of this paper is composed of three sections. The first section
reports the major findings from the poll. In this section, PACE outlines four
broad themes and demonstrates, using the poll results, how these conclusions
were drawn. The second section is a policy “side-by-side” that shows the
relevance of some poll findings to the current education policy discussion in
California. The third section, the tabulations of the poll results, is provided
so readers can draw their own conclusions based on the questions and
responses.

FINDINGS

Poll results reveal that the public is deeply concerned about the quality of the
state’s education system. The public, however, has not given up on
reforming public schools. In a number of major education policy areas, the
public’s view is consistent with current state efforts to improve schools. Poll
findings support four major points with respect to public education in
California:

¢ The public cares and is dissatisfied.

¢ The public has specific views about how to improve education.
e It matters who makes the decisions for reforming schools.

¢ Fiscal equity and financial adequacy are critical issues.

Results to support each of these broad findings are described below.
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The Public Cares And Is Dissatisfied

As a way of assessing the salience of education as a policy issue, PACE asked
the public to compare education to other critical policy areas. Only “Crime
and Violence” ranked higher than the quality of public schools in the public’s
estimation of the most important issues facing California. “Jobs and
Economic Growth” were seen to be as important as education. “Taxes and
State Spending,” “Health Care Reform,” and “Programs for the Needy”
ranked as less important than the quality of the public schools (Figure 1).

Figure 1; Selected Most Important Issues Facing California

Reduding crime and
violence

45%

Creating jobs and

economic growth 38%

Improving the quality of
publicschools A%

Holding down taxes and

state spending 15%

Reforming the health 11%
care system

Maintaining programs 7%
forpeople in need

PACE also asked respondents which came closest to their view of the system
of public education in the state. A 54 percent majority said the system of
public education in California needs a major overhaul; and 37 percent said
that minor changes were needed. In a separate question that asked for an
overall assessment of California schools, 17 percent said the public schools are
excellent or good, 29 percent said the schools were satisfactory, and nearly half
(48%) said schools are “not so good” or “poor” (Figure 2).
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29%

The Public Has Clear Views On How To Improve Education

The PACE poll asked respondents to answer a wide variety of questions about
what works and what needs fixing in the public schools. When asked
specifically about the best ways to improve schools, the public responded get
parents involved, reduce class size, and improve discipline (Figure 3).

Figure 3: Selected Best Wavs to I Public Schoal

Encouraging
arents
to l?e involved 7%

Improvin
student discipline 34%
in schoo

Reducing
the size 34%
of classes

roving
the quality 22%
of teaching

Setting higher
goals and expectations 21%
of students

Emphasing job
slg.lls in ﬁ\’e
curriculum

13%
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Questions in the categories of standards and accountability, teaching and
learning, safety, and integrated services probed for additional information.

In the area of standard setting, the public believes raising academic standards
is important. When asked whether raising academic standards would
improve student performance or lead to higher dropout rates, the public
responded 73 percent to 18 percent that raising academic standards would
improve performance. Californians also favor testing to measure
achievement and knowledge. Seventy-four percent of those polled said they
think using standardized tests to measure achievement and knowledge is a
good idea. In addition, the public overwhelmingly supports requiring
teachers to pass competency tests in their fields as a strategy for improving the
quality of teaching (81%) (Figure 4).

Improve a great deal (10) Improve quite a bit (8-9)

Competency 81%
e | 59% | 2% |81%

Increased public
respect [ 52% | 26% | 78%

More continuing
education | 37% | 29% | 66%
opportunities

Financial | 30% | 2% | 51%
rewards

Teachers given
maore say over I
curriculum/methods

Higher
Higher | 23% | 1% | 4%

1% | 5% | 46%

;f;ﬁngs are based on a 10-point scale, with “10° meaning the suggestion would improve teaching a great

Poll respondents were provided a list of specific teaching methods. The
objective in asking these questions was to inform the current debate around
teaching and learning strategies. For each of the methods, the respondent was
asked whether it represented a step in the right direction or a step in the
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wrong direction. Eighty-six percent said specific guidelines for what students
should learn in each grade and subject is a step in the right direction (Figure
5).

Fieare 5 Reaction To Varions Teachine Method

Specific
gykienes == ]
or
gradelsubject ——19%
Students learn 74%J

in small S
not individually 1%

More lixse {jv 70% |
interactive TV,
Internet, ete. E 19%
Students begi 68% J
writing earq;n

Encourage 31%
calculator use ]
in early grades

Encourage l 16%
calculator use in 179%
high school math |

g |

63%

D Right Direction E Wrong Direction

Widespread support was also found for having students learn in small
groups, instead of working individually (74%). Making more use of
interactive television, the Internet, and other electronic communications in
the classroom was also heavily supported as a step in the right direction
(70%).

Additionally, the public supports the idea that students begin writing early,
even before they learn grammar and spelling (68%). In the area of learning
mathematics, the public was asked whether encouraging students to use
calculators to solve math problems was a step in the right or wrong direction.
Specifically for early grade students more than three-quarters (79%) think it is
a step in the wrong direction. For high school students as well, 63 percent of
those polled also believe encouraging students to use calculators is a step in
the wrong direction.
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The public also favors professional development for teachers as a way to
improve schools. Sixty-six percent of those polled support more opportunity
for teachers to keep up with the latest teaching methods. In addition, slightly
more than half (51%) support financial rewards for the best teachers (See
Figure 4).

In a series of questions related to school safety, Californians responded that
student discipline in the public schools currently is not strict enough, and
they support new approaches to deal with the problem (78%). The public
strongly supports (75%) a “zero-tolerance” policy that automatically expels
students who bring drugs, guns or other weapons to school. In addition,
when asked whether students who repeatedly disrupt classes should be
educated in alternative settings, or suspended from school, three-quarters of
respondents (75%) prefer placement and continued education in alternative
settings.

Finally, the public not only wants to improve the quality of education, but
also wants to use the public schools as the focal point for a variety of related
services for parents and children. Californians firmly support multiple uses
of schools: to offer supervised, after school recreational programs for young
people (93%); to offer parenting and other adult education classes (86%); for
doctors and hospitals to provide immunizations and regular checkups for
children (80%); and to provide job placement assistance for parents (66%)
(Figure 6).
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It Matters Who Makes The Decisions For Reforming Schools

PACE asked Californians a series of questions about who should make
decisions regarding the public schools. Some of the questions were about
choices parents make for their own children. Of course the catalyst for these
questions is the ongoing debate in California about vouchers. Other
questions were about choices educators make regarding how schools operate.

The public, by a two-thirds margin (66%), favors giving parents the ability to
choose among public schools for their children. At the same time, a majority
(56%) opposes a choice program that would use some of the money now
spent on public education to help parents pay for the cost of sending their
children to the private or parochial school of their choice.

A majority of Californians believes that determinations of competency
standards for teachers (59%) and promotion and graduation standards for
students (51%) are decisions that should be made by the Superintendent of
Public Instruction and the California Department of Education (Table 1).
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Table 1: The S ¢ Education Polici

Statewide Local By Each By Each
Competency standards for teachers 78% 20% 14% 6%
Promotion and graduation standards ~ 61% 38% 20% 18%
Selection of textbooks 47% 50% 27% 3%
Maximum class sizes 45% 51% 26% 2%
Student discipline policies 40% 58% 28% 30%
Teaching methods 35% 62% 31% 31%

Teachers are trusted by the public to make decisions about what teaching
methods to use (57%), maximum class sizes (46%), and what textbooks to use
(46%). Looked at another way, Californians did not select the state Legislature
when asked whom they trust the most to make decisions about education
matters including establishing student discipline policies, promotion and
graduation standards, competency standards for teachers, teaching methods,
and selecting textbooks (Table 2).

Department  State
of Education Legislature Teachers Parents

Competency standards for teachers 59% 21% 8% 5%
Promotion and graduation standards 51% 13% 24% 6%
Selection of textbooks 35% 7% 46% 7%
Maximum class sizes 32% 10% 46% 5%
Teaching methods 27% 5% 57% 5%
Student discipline policies 25% 5% 36% 28%

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)



Fiscal Equity And Fiscal Adequacy Are Critical Issues

School finance continues to complicate any proposal for reform. The results
of the PACE poll suggest that issues of fiscal equity and fiscal adequacy are
critical in Californians’ minds, nearly 30 years after these debates began in
precedent setting legal actions. According to the poll results, there is a much
greater level of concern among Californians that there is sufficient funding
for poor communities than that well-to-do communities are held back by
inadequate funding (72% to 8%). When asked which was most important—
to increase, maintain, or decrease the level of funding—two-thirds (66%) of
those polled support increasing the level of funding for the public schools
(Figure 7).

Decrease level of
funding

3% Not Sure

5%

Increase level of
funding somewhat
2% Increase Jevel of
funding‘a lot
34

Maintain level of

Selected PACE Poll Results and the Current State Policy Discussion:
A Side by Side Comparison

In the next section, some of the poll results have been repeated, and assessed
within the context of current policy discussions. This section illustrates a
number of examples where the views of the public align with current, or
recently passed, legislation.
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STANDARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Poll Finding

Raise academic standards

Standardized testing for achievement and
knowledge

Set guidelines, grade by grade and subject by
subject.

Require teachers to pass competency tests

Current Policy Discussion

Standard setting is one of the major
components of AB 265 which was signed into
law in 1995. The focus of AB 265 was on
statewide assessment, but the law requires
academic standards be established before the
assessment instrument can be designed. At
this time, state funding for the design and
implementation of the academic standards is
pending before the legislature.

AB 265, passed in 1995, calls for the
immediate use of currently available tests for
use in assessment. Over time, new statewide
assessments will be developed, as noted
above.

The assessment law, AB 265, passed in 1995,
calls for grade by grade standards. As noted
above, funding for the design of these

standards is pending before the legislature.

California has had a long history in
developing subject by subject curriculum
frameworks. They were designed with the
purpose of setting statewide curriculum
standards, by subject. The frameworks have
been adopted, and are always being reviewed
and updated.

As part of the credentialing process, teachers
in California are currently required to pass
the California Basic Education Skills Test
(CBEST) which tests reading, writing, and
mathematics competency. At this time, a
court case has been brought against the state
arguing that the CBEST is racially biased.

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)
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TEACHING AND LEARNING

Poll Finding

The public favors reduced class sizes

Interactive television, the Internet, and
electronic communications in the classroom
are supported.

Current Policy Discussion

California currently has the largest ratio of
pupils to teachers in the country, about 24. It
has been estimated that the teacher salary
cost alone of reducing this ratio to the
national average, 17, would cost
approximately $3.7 billion per year. This
excludes costs for benefits and necessary
facilities to accommodate more classes.

Currently, a bill is before the legislature that
proposes reducing the pupil /teacher ratio in
California, beginning in the elementary
grades.

The Legislative Analyst has made a
recommendation in 1996 to reduce the
pupil/teacher ratio in kindergarten through
grade 3.

California has the fewest computers per
child of any state in the country. Itis
estimated that for every 21 students, only one
computer is available in California’s schools.

SAFETY

Poll Finding

The public strongly supports a “zero-
tolerance” policy that would automatically
expel students who bring drugs, guns, or other
weapons to school.

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)

Current Policy Discussion

California has a “zero-tolerance” policy that
was partially funded in 1995-96 ($10
million). The policy strengthens suspension
and expulsion requirements for pupils who
commit certain weapon or drug-related
offenses on school campuses. The majority of
the funding supports alternative placements
in community schools for offenders. An
increase of $10 million has been proposed in
the Governor’s 1996-97 budget.
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INTEGRATED SERVICES

Poll Finding

The public wants to use the public schools as
the focal point for a variety of related
services for parents and children (i.e.
immunizations, job placement services, aduit
education)

Current Policy Discussion

Healthy Start is a statewide program that
provides a range of integrated services for
families and children. Early evaluations
show positive results from the program
which has continued to secure state funding
since 1991. The legislature is currently
considering additional funding for Healthy
Start.

DECISION-MAKING

Poll Finding

School Choice: The public favors giving
parents the ability to choose between public
schools for their children. At the same time,
a majority opposes a choice program that
would use some of the money now spent on
public education to help parents pay for the
cost of sending their children to the private or
parochial school of their choice.

Particular issues in running schools need to be
considered by specific decision-makers (i.e.
teachers, parents, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction)

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)

Current Policy Discussion

Proposition 174, a school voucher initiative
on the statewide ballot was overwhelmingly
rejected by voters in 1993. More recent efforts
to place a voucher initiative on this years
ballot failed.

Intradistrict and interdistrict choice
mechanisms are included in current law. The
extent to which these choice mechanisms are
used, and the barriers associated with them
are not well known.

As a reaction to state-level regulation of
schools, several bills have been considered by
the legislature to drastically reduce the
Education Code. This change would
presumably grant greater authority to school-
level personnel. None of these bills passed in
the 1995 session, however, new proposals are
under consideration including one supported
by Governor Wilson.

California passed Charter School legislation
in 1993. The law created relatively
autonomous schools that operate free from
most state education laws and rules. The
legislature originally set a limit of 100
charters. Proposals to raise the limit and
alter other provisions were not successful in
the 1995 legislative session, but several new
bills are under consideration.
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EQUITY AND ADEQUACY

Poll Finding

The public believes that not enough funding
for poor communities to create adequate
schools is a bigger problem than holding back
well-to-do communities from creating good
schools.

Increasing the level of funding for the public
schools.

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)

Current Policy Discussion

School finance and the related equity issues
have a long and complex 30 year history in
California. With some significant
exceptions, the state uses redistributive
mechanisms to distribute funds to pupils
equally across the state. See PACE's
Conditions of Education in California, 1994-95
for a complete description of school finance in
California.

As of the beginning of school in fall 1996,

California ranked 42nd in the nation in per
pupil funding.
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PACE Poll: Californians’ Views on Education

Questions and Poll Results
(Final Revised Tabulations, April 1996)

Question 1

Does anyone in this household work for a radio station, a television station, a newspaper, or an
advertising agency?

N O ettt ettt trec e ererateesemtsnseneserrsesssenssansssessasssnnnannserernnsesennsnres 100%
YO cossemnnmunvammnnmias s s sy ov o5 st e daini o s i T AN i nanmonsnsmsssesat sesnasestansssenagd 0%
INOE SUTR..cciiviuiivuiiioniosiainiiatineensrnersssssssassansssnsasnesssssnnsssrsssassnsenssnssnnses 0%

Question 2

Generally speaking, do you feel that things here in California are going in the right direction
these days, or do you feel that things are pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

RIZHt D RO IO anemnsssnssonnosnmsssnoonsnesasssssmesmion m e w s R s aass s 30%
WIORE TEACK w5 sumsssnmemamusnsonsesniansn e 4o (554835 8ta5nnnnnnarssarbresbiannnosass 54%
NOESUTE oot b e s e 16%

Question 3a

When it comes to important issues and problems facing California these days, which one of two
of the following would you say are the most important issues or problems facing the state?
(ACCEPT UP TO TWO RESPONSES.)

Reducing crime and VIOIENCE ........covvieiiieeiininisiiiniineincessencnissssssanas 45%
Creating jobs and econOMic growth .......ccceesueeeniitnrecnenrersnmsasanrosessnes 38%
Improving the quality of public SChOOIS.....ccccoourmmeeeniircraresesennas 38%
Holding down taxes and state Spending.........occeeneineirinniseniinnecnennnn. 15%
Reforming the health care system........ccoeeevvovcrrnereinnrseiiiinnnieeccnenn. 11%
Maintaining programs for people in need.......ccvoeccienncccnrerercserenens 7%
71 | SRR ST —— 11%
NORE....ctterecctte et te s er e s e nessrans e s snrsssrnasssssnassnnns 1%
INOUSUNE......erenerennearsnsesseiisnssnnssensncssnsssastsnsonsssssrusssoseranssnssonessonsassassons --

Question 3b

Thinking now just about the public schools in California, I'd like you to rate how important you
personally feel it is to improve the quality of public education. We'll use a ten-point scale on
which a “10” means you feel it is absolutely essential to improve the quality of public
education in California, and a “1” means it is not that important. You may use any number
between one and ten, depending on how important you feel it is.

L 0 U U 56%
(B-9) cieeerererreerrrrreressrsanssnnrssenssenesssssssssansessssransanssssnensssssesruntessnensasaees 25%
7 Y 17%
CANNOE TAE . cerieiieieiirreerrrreresrerasresmessssisersnssssrsonssssrsessssassssssssssssssnsassasas 2%
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Question 4a

Generally speaking, what is your overall assessment of the public schools throughout the state

- would you say that the public schools are excellent, good, satisfactory, not so good or poor?

EXCOIENL....c..cvviiiiiiiiritiiecirrrreecccitieteesrsssessssesseesesasnnnssesesssssnns svesnesnns 1%
GO0 ... o cceciciitiieiecrcreitteneeree s eesetesssesssessenssssnssesesersssssssssssssnns asssnns 16%
SALISEACTOTY risisssmsssssstsssssssscssssasnssonesnsensasonsasnssossasnasrarsassssnessssmsnsassns 29%
INOE SO GO0 ..t eiereciineentreae st eeseeesenssenonosnssnnsrssrnesssrssseessossns 32%
POOT .t eeiieeie ettt eeeteeraeeeeeeeneaesseenssassssssassnesssnsnssnnnsesensenennsnnnnnnnnens 16%
INOE SUTE .. ceeiiericrerrrrerannrarenreesntataeeseeseeseesessssnsstsnnnsnreresessesessesssssssnsns 6%

Question 4b (1)
Why do you feel that way about the public schools in California? (Open ended response.)

ost Frequent Favorable Responses:

Teachers ane doing a gOOd b cccccnmasmmmssramrnssmsssmuonssaamsaso. 7%
Children are doing well, satisfied with school system........c..coeeuecnne. 5%
Good learning OppoOrtunities............cerevnerienrnnnnnsssscsscnsinenccnnees 5%
Innovative curriculum, using computers,

kids learning about technology ..........cccccuieivrnieivenririciiinnnnenninanns 3%

st Frequent U rable Responses:

Curriculum not right, stressing unnecessary subjects,

F0 DECK B BASICS s cnsunmnsansmmmsnsnmmmssssaess msssaamsssw s sssaasassss sasssssesnens 11%
Lack of fundingcausuesssmssinninmioisiniinisinmansesitasiissnssssis 11%
Teachers don’t care, need better teachers...c.c..cceeeierererencnneeeessennnenes 11%
Kids are not being taught, kids can’t read or write..............cccoceneennnn. 10%
Lack Of disCipline. o cumummmammmsmnmmmmemsansasmmosmsmssssns 9%
DON't KNOW; MO TESPONSE «..eevvvoeiunernresiseestssnareesssnesssessnnsessnsssnessesssnns 10%

This subset of responses will not add to 100%.
Question 5a
Which comes closer to your own view of the system of public education in California—that it

currently provides quality education, that it needs minor changes, or that it needs a major
overhaul?

Provides quality education «.cswssssumsssssvissmmmssanssummons ssvssisssssssssnsossase 5%
Needs minor cChanges......ccoecuiieeemmriivenriiiiiiseetes e neeee s 37%
Needs a major overhaul.............iiiinnninncnenniesisne 54%
2T T S RS S 4%

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)
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Question 5b

'Compared to five years ago, would you say the public schools in California have been getting
better, getting worse, or staying about the same? And would you say the public schools have

been getting somewhat (better/worse), or a lot (better/ worse).

Question 6

Let me read you a few ways in which the quality of education in California’s public schools

¥ N (1 2T U= USRS 1%
1370 1173000 1 F-T G =1 3 -3 SO USSR 10%
Staying the: SAIMTE s wssoremmmmesmsssrossassenmasimssasssesswssssssss 35%
SOMNEWRAL WOTS. . ciuirnreriieeinrriireenrasresrersettassesssmnsssesrersesssnnsnnsasssseses 26%
A JOU WOTSBiiansisinssisissssssssssssssisessssvssissssessmsmaso onsssvisssissssaesiisitanion 18%
IO U . eeieiiieeieeceeerieceemnereereeeatsaeeerteessstaresnssessrensrnssrsesesanasssonarnne 10%

might be improved. Please tell me which one or two you feel would do the most to improve the
quality of public education in California? (ACCEPT UP TO TWO RESPONSES.)

Question 7a

Encouraging parents to be more involved......oovvevcveeecnnnicnicnnncennnn, 37%
Improving student discipline in schools......c.cc..coovrvierrncrnnriniiennnns 34%
Reducing the size Of Classes....ouusemsrmrrcmresesnsrsnisasmimensaseonssansasssnsassesss 34%
Improving the quality of teaching ........cccoooveeenienniivnricniniiiniiennn, 22%
Setting higher goals and expectations for students........cccccoeruenruennnnene 21%
Emphasizing job skills in the curriculum..........ccivevvrnreviniencnenne. 13%
Al ittt s e e e sa e e s a s s e 10%
11 R U T ——— 1%
INIOE BUTE conns saussmanmessmssss ot sssas s s sm SRR AT S AS SN SRS B a T a A s --

Which of the following do your feel is the most important thing for the California public
schools to teach?

Academic skills, like science, history, and literature........................ 20%
Vocational skills, like electronics and mechanics......ccccceeeveiiencrnnnnneenes 8%
Personal values, like respect and responsibility .........cccoceevrirennenaen. 13%
Basic skills, like reading, writing, and math...........ccccevvinrnrrnnnnnaen. 46%
INONE Of BRBIM ..eeveieeeriiiieiecriereeiiieiereeeeetaesessnnnssressreseersasernsssssesssanasenes 1%
Al Of themM.ceeiiiiicieieeicciieeteice e rerrreressaresrsansssessssasssessassssssssnnsannsenss 1%
INOUSUPE vvssiivsssosvassssssinisssissssssssvussvsssssssamissvssnissossvvisesimmsseesmsssonsaseiss 1%

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)
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Question 7b

And of the remaining things, which do you think is second more important for the California

public schools to teach?

Question 8

Which do you think is the bigger problem in California’s public schools—that good students

Academic skills, like science, history, and literature..........cccceeeueenee 23%
Vaocational skills, like electronics and mechanics.......cccuveeveveeeenereires 17%
Personal values, like respect and responsibility ..........coccevveececerunccne 23%
Basic skills, like reading, writing, and math............ FO——— 22%
INONE Of LRI ceeeverrrneerrrrreceenrunsioreereetersnressrenssnesrorsonsssesnsssssssonssnsssassns -

F-N) 1T 14113 1 VPSRRI -

INOE SUTR. cuiscimmarsssmssssonssnsssinssussisssnssssssssvaisueisediinmessoeieibitansesvonnsonsnrassrne 2%
INORE/ All/INOL SUTE ..c..veeceeeiitiiceiiieretaeierenressiasrsaesssssnsessssessssosssnnnnes 13%

don't receive the education they deserve, that weak students don’t get the education they need,
or that average students don’t get the attention they should?

Question 9

Good students don’t get the education they deserve.........cccouucueevunee 12%
Weak students don’t get the education they need.......cccoccrruruuencanene. 25%
Average students don't get the attention they should ........................ 33%
AL A Y o simini i ssmm s 0 e RIS S ROV S8 22%
INOE SUTE...cuvieiireiiiiiiiiiiinae et rsee s et srae e s s abaessssnssrcsoseaesan 8%

Now thinking about your own community, what is your overall assessment of the public schools

in your community—would you say the public schools are excellent, good, satisfactory, not so

good, or poor?

Question 10a

EXCOIIEME. cceertrerrireeiirereresemmmeressiseesassensssrsssseserasssssasasssnessonssensasssssassonsen 8%
(@737 s [ U SU 28%
7141 - T {u] R UR 29%
INOES IO ey nmeo e esn s o oI S T S 19%
POOT ceveuiirtiteiiirnieetesietenntranieetoeeessossssessssssssstnssnsseesssssosnsessssnsssansnesnsontn 9%
13 0] €-171 o - RSP T TTA————— 7%

Would you tend to favor or tend to oppose a program that would allow parents to send their

children to any public school in their district or in the state, even if they live outside the city

or school district in which the school is located? Would you definitely (favor/oppose) or
probably (favor /oppose) such a program?

Definitely Favor comammmemsmsmveimmo s s mses s s s sy 44%
Probably BaAVOT wusssvusmamsaonsmmesnnsesnvnssmsns s sasst ssssavasssases stasssasssa i 22%
Probably OppoSse.......cevciiinmieineiiniistinnie e 13%
Dl fNelr I DPOSEL .. e iessniassss s mmsrsmer b mn g ey AT s AR S PRREEPRS 15%
INOE SUNE o ccnmmonsssmmmensemmrrmsmrssmessymesysnmsss s s AR RSN R RS 6%
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Question 10b

Would you tend to favor or tend to oppose a program that would use some of the money now
spent on public education to help parents pay for the cost of sending their children to the
private or parochial school of their choice?

Definitely FavOr...ommmmmrsonsmmssmensmmmnsssamsssarmsmsamoeonsessasses 25%
Probably PaVOT aosscsssmpumssusvsnsusssmsmmommmmnssssassesesmmmisnmesssosensans s 14%
Probably P POSEswsssssmmussessussvmirsmiossuissssssssrsssesmeseraesssssussissimes 13%
Definitely OPPOseisumsmmssusmenssinensaivomssnnnasssiassssssisssnsansmreessshanivs 43%
INOE SUTE ..o eectriieiiecniitectre st ettt e ssss e s s e s as s b v 5%

Question 11a

Let me focus for a few minutes on the way public schools—kindergarten through high school—
are financed here in California. Do you feel that the current way in which public education is
funded in California is working very well, working fairly well, not working that well, or not
working well at all?

Working Yoy Wl cuouoessommmmsmme e asmsmossesor e 3%
Working failtly Well....commmmmoussmsomsemmssamssimmsssssmsrs 34%
Not working Hat Well cusseassumaiessssssmsrssmmumsmassssnsmsssinmassssssssssves 34%
Not working well at all.........cocvimiiiiniciniiinenanssarsnisssensinss 19%
[ o1 TP S S p e e — 10%

Question 11b

Let me read you a few ways in which people might judge the way public schools are funded

here in California. For each one, please tell me whether you feel the current system for funding
California’s public schools is working very well, working fairly well, not working that well at

all?
1. Providing adequate funds for public education:

Working very wllluaeussinanismsismissasmsassssaiisis anmssimsa 4%
Working fairly well......ociieeetteecrccervaee e 36%
Not working that Well..wcmmummomsmmmassmensasenessssssapmpsnrsssesvsnssnmses 35%
Not working Well at all...cvummmmmmsmsmsmossmnsmrsvmaemsese 19%
0] g2 RO R —— 6%

2. Making sure that everyone pays their fair share:

Working: Very Well.umssssssssems sunssmmusvenssviminussssssnssassmnss sosesssssuossssxssin 6%
Working fairly welluanansiimmiiimnaisnmsinmimormmeasssii 32%
Not working that Well..c..veres: mrrsresssssmserssessmessvrsssoneresssonssamummannesanss 28%
Not working wWell 8t all..cesssesamssssmmmmssasesivorssssssnssssmuesnes 19%
INOEBUIE v seccsommmmmnssssusesssansmonm s ns o sisspumonssnsssssesssssmanssevesnass Seomss 15%
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3. Distributing funds fairly among all school districts:

Working: Very Well.veswusessasssesssissmasssmssismasssssssssnininmmensssssonssanyusns 4%
Working fairly well........ooriiiiiiiiiiiniiererccrecrene e e 26%
Not working that Well ....cc-cmmumsesssnissovimssmssmmesesssssonsamssssass 28%
Not working well at all...ccnossusmmssmssmmssminmiismosmomes 22%
INOEBUEE s sivinsiansivnissinissmin siiitiinnsmenss smecsnssasnssesssssosnasismyasssanssasesssssnss 20%

Question 11¢

Which do you feel is the bigger problem with the way schools are funded her in California—

that well-to-do communities are held back from spending enough money to create good schools,

or that poor communities are not provided with enough funds to create adequate schools?

Well-to-do communities held back ........cceevvveerieinirerericienneeeecenesonennes 8%
Note funding for poor communities ...........ccoecviieieivemrnereciennncniecnee. 72%
BOth SOUalN ..o ormmmmirermnesecsssssmcepp v i s ni e e R NSRS 8%
INOE SUTE .cecevereeerreenenirarresstieeteeeaeeaesenssresssrseseessseesrssssassessnsssessnsnssanes 12%

Question 12a

From what you know, which of the following is the main source of money for the public schools
from kindergarten through high school in California—the state income tax, the state sales tax,

the state lottery, or local property taxes?

StAte INCOMNE tAX.crrrrrrrrrrnarsrrsierereeeeesiesenmrennsssnisssssssssasessssassevensensnnns 22%
SHALE SALES £AX ..eervrererrvrenrrirenniiirirntneersiesseesessrssseseassssessnsessssseonsenssns 6%
SUALE: JORMBT Y suswinumssmunernssasssssessnsmsss s snnss s s mwss oausmass SERN e SRR NS RS 14%
Local Property taX.........ocecmieeiereerenenesisesesssessesenensnssesansnsesnesnans 40%
INOE SUT ... ieeiiiiiuerreremrereereaneestiereessnasensessmsressannssesssssessnsaensnsennassransonss 18%

Question 12b

And which type of tax do you feel would be the best way to fund public education from
kindergarten through high school—personal and corporate income taxes, sales taxes, or

property taxes?

INCOME tAXES vissussunssssussiunsesssasassssansmsssnvsassasssssvessmssess s ssuveiiTneiaswasmssss 24%
SAlES: LAXES:, ssssivssisssasssisssmsonmennnsnnsnsvsssosssdsdsss SEERIFFISFEVEEFsITAITITRRIwenneaonre 33%
PEOPETEY LS s soeresessrrmeesmm s mes o o S A NN XA RS TSRS RN 21%
COMDBINATION voevvveeneiieeiieniaetrerrreeeresceaeseessssessnsnessesnesessessessnsassssosnes 11%
OO BAXES. ceeveerenrieieeiiieeinmecieenrreoreeaessssrssssssrsssssessssssssesssssnsnassssnnnnns 2%
IO SUDE . si 55 cuiminins sosesisss s ResamasssT sssos seve S0 SHSVEIOSSHFFHFS S3¥53 S PR RS mmanensere 9%

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)

20



Question 13a

Thinking about the level of funding for the public schools in California, which do you feel is
most important—to increase the current level of funding, to maintain the current level of
funding, or to decrease the current level of funding for the public schools? Do you feel the
current level of funding should be increased somewhat, or increased a lot?

Increase level of funding:

BT  cousuoserssaononsssnsessssnsssasnanssussssssssnssnnnnssnsnsnsessissunssnsassaspssamsawIveRTATS 34%

BOTOEWHAE scunsvvesmismvomussssussmimmonnssssssmamasnsamss i s SO s FoaRmAa s aASHAS 32%

Maintain level of funding......cccocceevirvuiienuciiniiirieiiisiiecrsnensscseenann. 26%

Deerense lovel of Iungding..cmesmsermmmpomnumsmossssseremmsommssmsassises 3%

INIOR S0 1 unemmmsnesmpussmmss boenyon 1o ns S s SRR RS SEANRD SRR ESEHS S SR SRS 5%
Question 13b (Form B)

Why do you feel that way about funding the public schools in California?

t uent bes to increase funding:
More, better equipment, materials, SUPPlies.....ccccoeremerrriveiineeninncanee. 16%
Because children are our future, we need to take

CATE Of theM..ieeeeeeeiereernerieeieereereaireestentn e sessnsannnesererarresnrerasases 14%
Better programs, activities for children........c.cceeveevecnueiiinnriinnnnne. 14%
Teachers NEed @ FAISE ....cuuveriirereeeerieereursreeertesnsarsesssersssessrerrassarsasssases 9%

More qualified staff, need to hire better teachers...........c.cccoeeeveeeeeen..9%
Most nt asons t intain or ase funding:

Money is usually not well spent, improper allocation

(o1 111 [ IERRES SR R ———————— 16%
Things working fine with funding they have....... 8%
Lack of funding not the problem ......c.ccssssesssssssserssssssesssssssssssnssassssnrasse 3%
1o f Tl (o o TSRS e a——— 2%
Dot oW T e DONSE .o vexsrsransammmmsssesrysimmssemtsmasay susrmps vamssesamssonmanss 15%

This subset of responses will not add to 100%.
Question 14
From what you know, do you think the state’s share of funding for public education has gone up

significantly in the past few years, gone up a little, stayed about the same, gone down a little in
the past few years, or gone down significantly?

Gone up SIgRILICANIY. cussmmmismsmsmmmmmmimansmasssssmmmsesamssmms ey 7%
GONE-up @ BE conmmmssanssiimsissssssssmnsmssassssrses s i aase e 20%
Stayed about the SAMEe.........cccveeeermrreeiiinrcieee e 23%
Gone down a little.....cooceevevvineneiinnnnnnn, U RRRR——G—————— 20%
Gone down SIgHHCANKIY «wrun snsssssimmmsanems s o sesssssssssisns 11%
IO BTG i.vinsssssininsinssniomssiniisns susiisnssanmsiverasbiisnsiiosoresorsstinetsiiiaidasasons 19%
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Question 15

Now, I'm going to read you a list of teaching methods. For each one, please tell me whether you
feel it is a step in the right direction, or a step in wrong direction?

A. Having specific guidelines for what students should learn in each grade and subject:

SEEp I FIEhT AITBCHON wrssssisesnisssssis ceasssssns sosssassmonsenississiassnisansernse 86%
Step in wrong direCton.......ccccoviiviiriiiiiicinrce e e 9%
BTN DU crevnervommr-rresrsnerssms s S N SO PN AN 2%
INOESUPE, ., snevsrunsssssssssumssramsmssaommmsssssessiessvs s oss Serasmms s e AN SR NSRS 3%
B. Having students learn in small groups, instead of working individually:
Step in right DireeHon o wumsmsuessmnmsssammssossensssssissenmssnes 74%
Step in wrong direclon s arsssinusms i s 14%
SOMIE O DO .coismisincisaini iioammssammssssansossssornssamanssisiisshinin an ansmovmamemmsnsses 8%
INOE SUTE.cecuiiiiiiiienititieiiti e s sssesese bbb e e e ses s v s 4%

C. Making more use of interactive television, the Internet, and other electronic
communications in the classroom:

Step in right ditection. .o mrrsmssisssmmeesmmmmonmmsssmnessrsssrossirssspassns 70%
Step In wrong direcHom .usssenmmnsmmmmsmmmmeessmssammorsysms 19%
=TT T [T SOR T —————— 5%
151151 U —— 6%

D. Having students begin to write early, even before they learn grammar and 1li

Step in right direction.......coooeiiiiiniiii i, 68%
Step in Wrong AIrection.......covrwomsresssssmansssomsesssossensepsrpraesssnssonsre 28%
7o T T A USRS ——— 1%
IO BTN s i s 5 s R RS 3 v S S S FO A RSB OB HH DA ST 3%

E. Encouraging students in high school to use calculators to solve math probl : (Fi B

Step in right direCtON.....coviiiiiintictcctinctre e 31%
Step in wrong direCHON......coviiiiiiicrecesnrescacissismssccenssantissinisnscnacasene 63%
SODNE OF DORN ssnscsssunusmssssnsnsmussamensonsnssersaneonss s oo sss os stsss ssiiss orsvamsssiva 3%
INOE STIPE cxiunssnssannvnstssminnsnitisisimmantssessasis s3ssnisassaissbossassntosvenmesoanensassnss 3%

F. Encouraging students in the early grades to use calculators to solve math problems: (Form
A)

Step in right direCHON......cceceiirrtiiiiic e 16%
Step in Wrong direCtioN............ovviiiiiiiiiiiiniire e e 79%
Some Of DOR c..cunuiiiitiiiiititte e 2%
BOE BUYE . connunrmmmrnsrr srvammremmsmsr e s s s s O S RN A PN AR SENY S5 3%
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Question 16

Thinking now just about students who do not speak English, would you favor a system in which
each local school district decided for itself how best to teach English language skills to its
students, or would you favor a system in which there was a uniform statewide policy regarding
the way non-English-speaking students are taught English language skills?

Favor each local school district deciding for itself ............................ 46%
Favor uniform statewide policy for teaching

non-English-speaking students.......cccccovennmnunnncecveccnnscsesisnenanes 46%
INOE BT s unnmmmmmammmssamisnswonsasssanssssnons sesksss eI 5 S hs RS A TS AT UNATSHHE SV iR me 8%

Question 17a

Overall, how would you rate the core subjects in the public schools in California when it comes
to preparing California students to compete successfully in college and in the job market with
students from across our country and from other countries—excellent, good, satisfactory, not so
good, or poor?

ExXCellent. iciiiiiciiireiiiiiiitiiiie vttt e e 3%
GO0 ...envreienrnreesne et ee ettt et st s sbaeabaenn s 16%
R Tel (o g T OO 32%
INIOL S0 EOOM. o xonassnssmonssnsmanmsnson suss ssmsamssnas oo B SHANSSHESE CHAR RN AN A AR CES 28%
s s R S ST AR RRCRAT T — 15%
INOE SUTE..ooc 0000reesssssssssisssssivensrsmnensorssassnsesssinissbasisiansonassersrsssnsessssrranes 6%

Question 17b

Now, let me read you two statements about academic standards for students. Please tell me
which one comes closer to your own point of view.

Statement A: Raising academic standards in the public schools would improve student
performance and increase what the students learn

Statement B: Raising academic standards in the public schools would lead to higher dropout
rates and discriminate against students from culturally disadvantaged backgrounds.

Which statement comes closer to your own point of view - Statement A or Statement B?

Statement A/Raising standards increases what students learn..........cccceeerereneneeee 73%
Statement B/Raising standards would increase dropout rates...............cccceennee. 18%
Some Of BOMH osmsmmsmmseamsoemnsmimmssmssmasssssasssmpsvsssssssmsmimin 6%
INOE SO suiuicancsssnnan sames s s tassashnmmms amnmebitd s oM IENER GRS RAGRS 33 544 PSSR SRR S 3%

Question 17¢

Do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea to test students in California using standardized
tests to measure their level of achievement and knowledge?

GOOA AARA o ivuisssvis svninmasnasansss 0 it aveseeesuaioidissines soatsis ivaiions ibosawasasassaiass 74%
| 37 Yo BN U [T VSO USSR UU SRS 20%
INOE SUTR e erneneireieiiieereeenereeteeeeieemaeesesaseresssssestseressssasasessssssrersessensse 6%
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Question 18

Because of the purpose and location of public schools, some people favor keeping them open

longer for various kinds of activities, even if it increases energy and maintenance costs. For each
of the following uses, please tell me whether you would favor or oppose keeping public schools

open longer for that purpose.

A. T su i af eational and educational programs for youn
FAVIOT vvsssvissiisavsssssaasssiatssaisssiesssosiinnsassannnssrnansasenssnnsnanyantsresanssonnnrans 93%
OIPPOBE cissseiiinisasisinnaranessnsisisnassmenpassussssreansssnansseryssssssnsvsnsesssssnasanennsnsss 5%
5, oL e LT 1%
INOE SUTE...eeeieeeirce i ie e eee e crrrrrateessenseesressesnnesrasessssessersasnesssnnsssssnsns 1%

B. off renting an r adult education class
) 37 1 77 ¢ PR 86%
DPPOBE s consurmamssammavenmsmrossssnses exsvasoses e esms s ssamas S massas oA E RS 1%
DePENAS..i.oisvwseimsiinsmsisisssinssssisieonmmenssmavevmmesnnsss sxssarsssssassnsssensanenasrnns 1%
IN Ot SUT . e eereeneeeeneveeeriaeeenrenresieeaseanennressnsseesensssassnsaserneseasssensnnssasnnnn 2%

C. r rs and hospitals to provide immunizations and regular checkups for children
- R 1o ] R 80%
OPPOSE « covssmonmurnosenrassmmonsmmsmmsr somsmss s st AT SN AT RN AY TADS GO PEERESYS 18%
DBPENAS v msmreramsnsssavsessssnerssmssssmasssssmmss s asm s e0s SO SRS SRS 1%
IO SUTE L vuusscisssssssnssnsssssuniinsessvsses s sinssensissiorseinie i suseaveses 1%

D. ide job placement assistance for parents
FANOT . ccciisiisisimsinsess cosmesssiiasss i isitonssnssaiiionsiitnesisivies asronasios isasessansosvs 66%
OPPOSE cuvvverrrenniiatiesrnennrteste e e ses st ee st sr s esbe s bt st aasasn e sbessseesansnantans 31%
DEPENAY . vomssmmmsmsmmso sy s S SN SO XA 1%
03 (o GL3T) ¢ R S PO R 2%

Question 19a

In general, do you think that student discipline in the public schools in California is too strict,

about right, or not strict enough?

TOO SETICE.coinsssassrsmmsreismssunassavasanussussssissssssinsvonssssavssopssssssimssusunssssasarassse 2%
ADOUL BN omsessmmmmsmanmmsseamamassssssssims s esss s sesssa ke sses 15%
Not Strict enolgh s iisasssesssen 78%
INOE SUIE...iiuttiiiiiittiiieiiiman e sreesetrenenaresesestenstntasacassnnnnseresennnnrrnnsasans 5%
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Question 19b

Let me read you two statements about student discipline policy, and after you hear them, please
tell me which one comes closer to your own point of view.

Students who repeatedly disrupt classes should be placed in
alternative settings, so that schools can continue trying to
educate them without their disrupting the education of others..........c.ccccceueeecn.. 75%

Students who repeatedly disrupt classes should be suspended
from school as punishment for their behavior and to keep them

from disrupting the education of others..............coovvmuiiiiinrrirnncinnins e 21%
INBIEIBY ccovvmvmimmsmmmonnsmmanassosanonsssveiionsssiios sHsssSAnswassnn o tnnnsoneaiind 55 annsssns 3%
DO T vneran e ey e s o e Y Y B O R NER 1%

Question 20a

Would you tend to favor of tend to oppose a “zero tolerance” policy that would automatically
expel students who bring drugs, guns, or other weapons to school? Do you feel strongly about
that, or not?

Tend to favor—feel StrONELY c....cooeereviiriiiieccr s 75%
Tend to favor—do not feel Strongly......cccuenennrrnrarersnisenesasasnersacasse 6%
Tend to oppose—do not feel Strongly.......ccceeenecceninsncsessnsectrescaniconaes 5%
Tend to oppose—feel SONGIY ......cvccrnnsrsanisssessasrnsssrnsssnsrsassnassrasessenass 10%
) [+] 627 T T ——— 4%

Question 20b

How safe do you feel the schools are in your local community for the students who attend
them—very safe, fairly safe, somewhat unsafe, or very unsafe?

VBEY BALE cosisisananminivisivivintions b asmsnnocnvs anmensbinh sinsnss bovsssssasserdive dlasasvassitn 15%
Fairly Saf..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e e 43%
SOMEWhAt UNSALE.....icvrrenreerrerriiieeeeereecerrarerrensssrassscassnsesssssssssnsssasasnns 28%
Very UNSafe cesovssmmmmmmssmumasmsensmmasssssnsmessesssamimessssnsasnns 1%
INOE SUTE s556n 500 ssvsnininssnasssnassssssrassavasssaissusanesms oo susraF erasssssusamssauavsanns 3%
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Question 21

Let me read you a few suggestions that might improve the quality of teaching in California’s
public school. For each one, using a scale from one to ten, on which a “10” means it would

improve the quality of teaching a great deal, and a”1” means it would not improve the quality
of teaching very much at all, please tell me how much you think it would improve the quality

of teaching in the public schools. You may use any number between one and ten depending on
how strongly you feel.

A. Requiring teachers to pass competency tests in their field:

Would improve (10) ..ttt nsenes 59%
i DU 22%
Woiuld 1ot improve (6=7)icussmsmeasmssssmmossssmsenssanimmesanssseio 11%
Would not IMprove (1=0)um..osmiwsissssssmimssimiissinssississsss 7%
Cannot TAe......eerereeiiieirineie ettt s sss e s ease s asa e as 1%
B. Increasing public respect for the teaching profession:
Would mprve (L ocsrmmmmmomsmmmumsmmrssemeerssremmssesssenss 52%
(B=9) sicrmsnmmesmmmmesusnssmsmmsms s s e SO sseE 26%
Would nbt impIOVE: (B7)mmrswsmosmissimmmvesmssrsesvossmmaseosnssssininsss 8%
Would not improve (1-5)....c.cimesnsitinesinssssssssssssssssssassssssanss 12%
CANNOL TALE...c..cuviiiicriie ettt st e a e s s st sbsa s e caserbeais 2%
C. viding more ities for teachers to keep u h the latest teachin t
Would improve (10) ....ceiicirinnsisienimsesesessessssesssesesssenssns 37%
(89 eerrerrrereiennt ettt a e s bbb e s s s s st s nanas 29%
Would not IMPIOVE: (6-7)..ouscemssssssssssmmemissonsnosssasssassassnsnsesssnsmsssssonsars 16%
Woild not INProve {1-5)usmsssammmsmmmmsssssomsssssrmmmmpisesmesss 16%
01 (RIS USRS SNBSS R —————— 2%
D. oviding financial rewards for the best teachers:
Would improve (10) ...eiiiiiniiinneeessiesiessessesiesasssssssesseseses 30%
(B ) s pummumonesnsanmenmm e O OSSR RIS 21%
Wonld 1ot iMProve (67 uuemsasamnssmssssomemusmssosmsmsrssmsssssiscssssss 14%
Would not improve (1-5).....c.iirinmnenisissnsiiesiseesnnessnnenssnssenes 33%
(8-15117c ] U U ———— 2%
E. aisin cher salaries:
Would Improve (10) v ormesmmsremmmmsssmmmsssinsvorevmmsassssasssonss 23%
{B-9) s csummmsnemmmmssnmesessmsmnimnerssssss e A SRR T S 21%
Would not iMProve (6-7)ussassmussassismsassmisassssnssssesssasssssasssss 17%
Wonld 1ot IMProve (1=B)ucssemmmmssmsmnnimmsssssusrssmmvsssssssn 36%
CANNOE VAU cunices emsmnusssvussmnsinmssussns sosswi isssssss sovismamaiss MRS SRS 3%
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F.  Giving teachers more authority in deciding what to teach and how to teach it:

Would improve (10) ...ceirccciccicicsecsesanereennnssnonsonns
6L U ——
Would not IMprove (6-7)..cussmiswsssssssssimimmssinmsin

Would not improve (1-5)..........cucvrunneee

CANNOL TALE.ceueieeeeiieeiereeeeieenreieerensenssescsossnnsrerassseesnnsevensasere

Question 22 (Form A)

Let me read some of the decisions that have to be made in running the public schools. For each
one, please tell me who you trust the most to make that kind of decision - the state legislature,

the SPI, the Department of Education, the teachers, or the parents.

A. Set student discipline policies:

State Legislature.......cccciviveieiciciniineinietiiicccenreereeesessnecces
SPI/CDE. ... iieteeteceerietttrensneeeneeneesssteeesassaeme e sessssensssneans
TEACKOTS wivvias susvisuiinsassssvassisssinssnisn s dssisssissssneone nonosiinds s isssivs
PaATEINES tuvcieemerieiitniiiiieenetieicesteeaanae e aestesessneenenmmansessossesnssse

B. Decide ks to use:

SPI/CDE..uuuuiiieiinntitrnrirenvnrcrnsessiesbessesnsansssessanasns

C. Set Promotion and Graduation Standards

State LegiSlature....csumsemmsssssnssnsesonisinsinmenessensicesisssasiiion
OPI/ CDE. . cuutietiereiiierieerrenireressesesstsssessmrassoessssssssssessnssensans
B 1T Yol 114 oSN

D. Determine Competency Standards for Teachers

Siale LesislalinTe, comermammamosmsmesmemussss s
SPI/CDE. ... iicteeerieeeseecrrnaseeeseneesssseresssesesssssssaeaesenssssnne
TOAChRTS csisusssssssvssivsssassossessssnsesnssnssavas sssssvssassvmrarvsssssaasnsmas

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE)

27



E. Determine maximum class sizes:

State LeplSlature . umvmsssmsissomsasssonssisssssssssssom sns rmmamiriess sansis 10%
SPL/CDE s csvusssanssssnssnnnsessnnsssssssoasssssssssnes saisssiossss savsosiiiesssisnds saviosss 32%
TOACHETS caiissisursvivessisssivnsnanasssssonsesssssitesssionsssibaisesersoinnrsorsronssasnnsorans 46%
PaTEIIES .. ieuiiiiniiirererreerrreneeensaeeerssorasstnssrssensseessasssssssesssesssnennsnessnsnes 5%
N OMIE. e cieeiiiitnnrcrirererereererssessatseseerensseeresesvertensstasssssnssssssessensnnesnnessnnnns 1%
INOESOTE sssnsnusnusuonsmsessssirmmnessusssss S e a s e SRR IR e s aT g s 6%
F on wha hing meth u
SIS Lopislatiane . ccossmmmsssnssstinmmonesnioonus s st s e ssnsssas snissends 5%
SPL/CDE iiiiwisissvsnarerssininssossssssissoisonisoisisisisoanorsnssssonssarerassasenensenssanssoy 27%
T RACNOTS c e itteenceneirererennerrerieereesssesesssensnsssrnscssssersssesssenssasensasansosssnne 57%
Parents ccciveiieiiienceniirnierreieraerenmeceneeencrneneasanns SRR eSS AR RRRESE SO 5%
1 o 1= 2 NP 1%
IO ST s usmvsrinsmonsa smsmamsssssssses 6565 sa Fovs s os V3832 554 03 FOTRFTIANITETE vnmrenasnsnnes 5%
Question 22 (Form B)

Let me read some of the areas in which policies have to be made for the public schools. For
each one, please tell me whether you think it should be a statewide policy, a policy that

should be made by each school district, or one that should be made on a school-by-school basis.

A. Student disciplin licies:

Statewide POHCY ..eoivviriiniiinriireiitins e sasass s sasesans 40%
Made by each school district . rasssrimmesvonmmsorensssssssssacssassnansssunsvanses 28%
Made on a school-by-school basis......coueieieineiiecisiceisesreeene e renens 30%
INOEGIITE i suasassaavinsn svmis swsdassswasses o smas Ao S AN RS S PRV GNRR PTG ARS 9 S A A 2%

B.  Selection of textbooks:

Statewide POHCY . csuswmisvswscunsssisssossnsmsrsossnsvmsassorsnasssassmnts ke 55w 47%
Made by each school district .....cccueeeieiieiiniei e 27%
Made on a school-by-school basis......cccccvermrervenunencrecnriesnsnnnsenuenens 23%
(6] g~ 1| (S IRETRRRAEERRRNERREREERHENU S A S an——— 3%
C. I ion and graduation standards:
Statewide PONCY ssaumsmmusiomvessmmvnesssemss o R RS PASRERAR R TRES 61%
Made by each school district.........ccoovvimrriirinniiiiic e 20%
Made on a school-by-school basis.......cccoovrnnienicnnerinenisninceiaene 18%
INIGE SUPE consnmerssavoscamomenssumomnsssossssasmsssmmssms s aoasss s san ¥ AR S RSRAE TN 1%
D. Competency standards for teachers:
Statewide POLCY ..ueuvrreerivimrintiiiiniisie e 78%
Made by each school district ........coevevieeceimrrniiiiniciinensnnnine e, 14%
Made on a school-by-School Dasis.....csciscmsesissassssssssesessisnorrossasssasasssens 6%
INIOE SUTE .uvmsensnasisusesssnnensnsssssssssnss sonuss s s nesssnssnssss Svs Gramas s s 2%
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E. Maximum class sizes:

SHAteWide POSICY cvusermuunvionnsssssis csianinmaionsassrsessvenrrssasmssmmmmnssssasssss 45%
Made by each school diStrict ..........occeveeveereernrrenienierreessscseesseeenrenne 26%
Made on a school-by-school basis.......cceereremrrreresecsneresesseesssesssceenns 25%
NOESUTE ...ttt see e snesnes s sres s sbsassersrsae st ssae st oumenesnen 4%
F. What teaching methods to use:
Statewide POlICY .....cuverertrcieiiriectrccete s sa st renens 35%
Made by each schioo] districk, ..o 31%
Made on a school-by-school basis..........coceeenurcseeenernnreneesesnessessenens 31%
INOESAT v conssusaosssssmesmrassivaiseassossaronensnsnssssssnsssneesens sps s s A LR S ARESSESS 3%
Question 23 (Form A)

Suppose you were able to choose an elementary school for your child or grandchild, depending
on whether it was close to home, had good teachers, the right kind of curriculum, up-to-date

books and equipment, good discipline, small enough classes, and actively involved parents. Let
me read this list again, and please tell me which one or two factors would be more important in

choosing a school for your own child or grandchild. (ACCEPT NO MORE THAN TWO
RESPONSES.)

GOOA WBBCHETS «ccovnssusssnsusmonsssssusmmsnskamsssmtss s s st s R s s sSxsa 57%
The right kind of CurtiCllBm coasaesssavmisassanes avsesmsossiiivesssioinvenning 30%
Small enough Classes......oiuueiericireciiiinrinieecer s 18%
Actively involved Parenls........amemmescimmms e sssmosspvomssssrassessns 18%
Up-to-date books and equipment.........ceeieeeieeeerecscvineinisnenecsennens 15%
GO0 AISIPIINE sussmassssmmssmmmsmsasvssmmssrs sSSP 14%
Close t0 hOME.....uicoeereceerccrrcee e sssissae e ne e sanens 12%
L] scsrrmmomrcs v s s e e Y S A S RS 11%
INOTE .. vvsssunsmumsesssissssssnssaasasassasssinsesssssnsanssnsrsnssnsssasenbesusassss onsassnsaesses --

IO BUTE vccusansssusvaessimsnsmnmsssassnamammmssmesssbsapsessissssvaverusssen s snvanenssssanenise 2%

Question 23 (Form B)

Suppose you were able to choose a high school for your child or grandchild, depending on

whether it was close to home, had good teachers, the right kind of curriculum, up-to-date books

and equipment, good discipline, small enough classes, and actively involved parents. Let me
read this list again, and please tell me which one or two factors would be more important in

choosing a school for your own child or grandchild. (ACCEPT NO MORE THAN TWO
RESPONSES.)

(GO0, WEICHETS ssucussuscomsummunsrossomessemmsaveranssae st s pssesssams NSRS 49%
The right kind of curriculum ........ccccovviiniininnininnne e, 30%
Actively involved parents...........iiieniicincrnncneesnecsseosnsesasenees 19%
Small enough Classes......cecuueiemiccrieiiirrireriiiete bbb e 15%
Good diSCIPHNE......covvnerrniiiieiticcert st 15%
Up-to-date books and equUiIpMEent.........eceevssnsessmsarsssrassssssssssassasonsonsene 13%
ClOSE 10 NOTNC umsrmsmsemmmssumssvomsssomssomee e s IR AT 11%
BULN sonvmnens communsemom ey st s e w RSB SRS RR AN SRR SRRV VAN IVRS RS 17%
INOTUE vvnemssvns vvmmens nmmsmmss s voms s oo w A VR SRS SRS SRR R 65 --

INOUSUTE. o uvvsons snssissons sxavsiusis iss dunnsasansisio it atiMiss inonesnsanmansennosoisiainassance 1%
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Question 24

Finally, people get information on public education and the schools from a variety of sources.
From which two or three of the following sources do you get most of your information on public

education and the schools. (ACCEPT UP TO THREE RESPONSES.)

ST U U 42%
Teachers or other people who work in the schools ...........cccceuneenen.en. 1%
Television NEWS PrOBYAINS ...susususssscssavsavannaassessassssssnonssssssannassessasasss 32%
Friends and Neighbors..cuessmvsmsmsesvssasmsnssesssssamisssssmssasasvessss 27%
Your own children or grand children........viccvncniennncncnennnnee. 22%
The PTA or other civic §roups ....cccevvveeiiiiiniiniiiicsceicenre e 12%
i o[l U 10%
AN suussnmmmsssssensesmonsssunneespessnsssmmmms e S NS Y TR RS SRS SRR NSRS 2%
IOINE snsiianisowstvs snawwiatnnnaens A5 os s AR SR TR S AN AP S S A 1%
NOESUTE....coiiiiiiiitt e e s e s saes s e se s seannnne 1%

Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE) is a university-based research center focusing
on issues of state education policy and practice. PACE is located in the Schools of Education at
the University of California, Berkeley and Stanford University and has an office in

Sacramento.

The polling for this study was conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates of Washington,

DC. A statewide telephone survey was completed by 803 respondents age 18 or older between

February 9 and 29, 1996. The overall results of this study have a margin of error of plus or minus

3.5 percent.
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