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IMPLEMENTING THE COMMON CORE IN 
CALIFORNIA: REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 

Friday, June 27, 2014 
East End Complex Building 

1500 Capitol Avenue – Auditorium, Sacramento 

Organized by Policy Analysis for California Education in cooperation with the 
California Department of Education (CDE) 

10:00am Welcome  
Tom Torlakson, Superintendent of Public Instruction, California Department of Education 

10:15 CCSS Implementation:  State Perspectives
 

Deborah Sigman, Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction, District, School and 
Innovation Branch, California Department of Education 
 
Nancy Brownell, Senior Fellow, California State Board of Education and the California 
Department of Education 
 
Rick Simpson, Deputy Chief of Staff, California Assembly Speaker’s Office 
 
Erin Gabel, Senior Consultant, California Senate Pro Tem’s Office 
 
Moderator:  John Fensterwald, Editor, EdSource Today 

11:45 CCSS and LCFF:  Strategies and Challenges
 

Arun Ramanathan, CEO, Pivot Learning Partners 
 
Carrie Hahnel, Director of Research & Policy Analysis, The Education Trust-West 
 
John Affeldt, Managing Attorney, Public Advocates 
 
Dave Gordon, Superintendent, Sacramento County Office of Education 
 
Shannan Brown, Member, California Teachers Association 
 
Rick Miller, Executive Director, California Office to Reform Education 
 

Moderator: David Plank, Executive Director, PACE 

1:00pm Lunch 
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2:00 Public Opinion on CCSS:  The 2014 PACE/Rossier Poll
Julie Marsh, PACE/Associate Professor of Education, USC Rossier School of Education 

2:30 Can CCSS Transform Teaching and Learning?
 

Milbrey McLaughlin, Professor Emeritus of Education & Public Policy, Stanford University 
 
Joel Knudson, Deputy Project Director, California Collaborative on District Reform 
 
Andrea Venezia, Associate Director, Institute for Higher Education Leadership and Policy 
 
Elise Darwish, Chief Academic Officer, Aspire Public Schools 
 
Shannan Brown, Member, California Teachers Association 
 
Helio Brasil, Superintendent, Merced River School District 
 
Moderator: Charles Kerchner, Education Week blog “On California” 

3:45 Closing Remarks 
 
David Plank, PACE 

4:00 Adjourn
 

 

Financial support for this conference has been provided by the California Education Policy Fund, a 
sponsored project of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors 


